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Whe we rt'mo-:berthe mf.Gn Clt- of tL, name of'WOHC:t,STLt1 - the

fortified camp in tl.eForEst of ayre - we can well expect t.
find traCE.s of trench('s a.nd et;trthvlOrksin its vicinity.

Of these thE most impor·tant historically is that named "'l'heF$rt

Royal". No record exists 8S to the date of its original use

as a foy'tification though possibly it WGS One of the· tw. "f.rts"

raised by King Stephen in 1150 t~ command the Castle which waS

then held bJ Waleran, of Mellent.

In the Civil Wars of the Stuarts most ~f the hills around the

City, Rainbow, Henwick, Red and Green Hills, Perry Wood, and

Barnshall were occupied either by the Royal or Parliamentary

Porc€s but, of them all, the Fort Royal has the most significance.

~rom this hill in 1642 the Earl ef Essex opened the first attack

)n the City. In 1643 Waller again attacked the City from the

~idg€ of which this Fort forms a projecting part. In 1646 in

~ainsboroughls siege, the batteries fired on the Castle and

~ity over the hill.

)n August 22nd. 1650 Charles the Second, after a march ~f over

,hree weeks from Stirling, arrived at Worcester and captured,

.fter a brief struggle, the City from the ParliamentRrians under

:01. James. He decided to hold the City as his base and

everish efforts were made to repair the damaged fortifications.
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We read in Sir Nichol ''is LE-crm( r·e's Diary thDt the City "in a
I1

few days ,,~asfort lfied beyol"Jc,im:' ~:-inption. 'fr.\ hin... l;:-avc

instructions for thl.:perfecting of e star shaped fort on the

hill to the South East of the Sidbury Gate. Great labour was

bestowed upon 1t by the R;)yal Enginf)prs und the Kin£: permi t ted
it to be named the "FORT ROYlILft• It is not definitely known t.

what extent the fort consisted of anything other than an earth

work with ramparts and bastions,b~t, when the excavations were

maoe for the foundations of the house on the site of t~e r~rt

portIons of G subterranean passage and dugout were discovered.

ThE:posse~'sL;n of this fort wal essential as, by it, the whele

of thE' ea ty could be dominated even with the pHI' :1rtillery of

the times. Indeed after its fall when Cromwell turned its guns

on the City a round shot was fired from it int. the Mayor's

house at st. Ma~tinls Gate on the Northern Boundary.

On August 29th Cromwell appeared before Worcester. He himself

was quartered at Judbe Berkeley's house at Spetchley but his

troops occupied Red Hill nsarly within musket shot of t~~ Fort.

An enemy battery was POSt8rl in Ferry Wood.

Fort Royal thus stood ~etween Cromwell and the City he coveted.

Fire was soon opened on the City and it is stated "did ~()OG

execution". The Fort replied "as if" the roeport states fltr..q;

feared never to want powder or bullets".
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On September the third thE..Eing <',Dd hls Council, viewing tpe

pos i tion ef the forces froTr' tIll:, Cat!H)l!r81roof, dpcided te attack

the enemy on ~6d Hill and Ferry Wood since he had been wea~ened

by the l~ss of detnchments which Cromwell had sent to force

passages of the l~iver at Upton and Powick and to the West of

the City.

Undfr cover ~f the guns at Fort Royal the King's Forces, making

a sortie from the Sidbury Gate, impetuously drove back the ememy

on Red Hill and actually captured the battery in Perry Wood.

They were advancing to a second as~ult when Cromwell arriving

with fresh troops, held up the att ck and in turn drove back

his assailants. Terrible havoc was wrought in the King's ranks.

The struggle lasted for hours. The Royal broops fought doggedly,

falling back step by step, using the butt ends of their muskets

when their ammunition failed. They were forced in great disorder

back through the Sldbury Gate. The Fort outside the walls

meanwhile held out. Cromwell personally summoned it to surrender.

A report states that "his Clemency was seen in venturing his

Person through the showers of Shot and offering the Scots

Quarter it they would presently yield but they, being infatuated,

r€fused the Proffer".

After preparation, an attack was then made and repulsed with

loss. Cromwell himself led the second nssult. After severe

fibhting ~he Fort was captured at nightfall and its garrison

butchered ruthlessly. The Guns of the Port were then tu...~ned

on the City, addinB to thG terror and confusion.
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The last bul~ark of thf Fcithful City of the Ylnt ha~ fallen.

'l'hevi ctors in the;dorknes s poured ttJrou&h the st N'ets and the

City was given up to pillage.

The Kin[: lscapcd b:, St. Ma'\ln's Gate to Roscobel in ShropshirEi.

Crom~ell in his report to the Speaker of the Parliament said

uThe enemy ••...•...•• made a very considerable fi[;ht with us

for three hours space but in the end we beat him totally and

pursued him to his RODL FORT which we took and indeed have

beaten his whole army. When we took his Fort we turned his

own guns upon him. The enemy hath had great loss and c':rtalnly
I

is scattered and run several ways.
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grounc plan of the Cit~ as it [t~od on ~'ptemltr ~rd 165C is in

xistencs and sho~.s th',t the f~rt ....•:.s C ""f'S truc t(3d ElS n star !ii th
our noints with a bastion or b~l~ark at €Rct corner. Fr'm the

'art two trfrches with parapets ran, ~ne to the North N~ll ef the

:ity near to St Peters Church 8ne one acress the Londen Road Rnd

~fncc te the River on the Jest. A c~vere6 ~'ay ran tack to the

:ommandery. The ac.ual position of the Fort between the four

'astions is now marked by the house befsre mentioned which i~

.tself named "TE...fOf'l ;.OY.'\L". The Sou+,h West Eastion is marked

lY six lare.€ elm trees planted srortly afte r the Po.ttle of }Ior,3S

.fr. Only on8 of th~se is now pprfect the tous of the others

laying been broken ~y the wind. A mound, with a lime tree olanted

)n it, shows the corner .r the Fort gallantly held to the last by

;it Alexander Forbes f~r the King.

~n a dc.script ion of ,vorc ster wri tten in 1724 by Daniel Defoe (of

{obins~fl.CrusoE: fame) enti tled 1';. Tour throulSh the Whole Island of

ireat Eritainll he S8yS, after aludinf: to the Commandery," above

Ln thE Park is tc be seen a great work of four Pastions called the

10Y],L l'IOUi~Twhence a va1l1um and d1tch run both ways to encompa ss

this ::,ideof tr.e City".

";rJo:r~nHoake, Sheriff ~f Worcester, wrltint ir 1879, said th8t

little then re~ained except the four bastions and smnll portions

)f the trenches. Less remains today. The trench below the ['r-rt

is laid out as a rose bard en. At the ti~e of the Eattle the

ground on 'Nhicllthe Fort stood was part of the Comrr,andpry
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I I

The position of the Fort It~e~f is occupied by Aldprman Steward;

house and garden and tbp ~"~·m[.lindf-r of'thE: S} te forms part of

the public park named the Fort Hoyal Park.

While the material evidonc8s of the Fort Royal disappear year

by year the glorb2ous memory of those men who endured t. tr..e

end for their ~ISg~ful King, can never fade.

In some measure this Consecrated Lod8e, bearing the name of the

site ef their martyrdom, is to them a memorial and they, to us,~ .. :.

an example.

It is fitting that this Fort Royal LedBe should be composed
1:' '.

of brethren, with a general Offic er as their f'rst Master, who

have served in the Forces of the King, a sucoesscr of His

MsJesty King Charles the Second ••
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